18^^" (New) A needle protective device comprising: 

a) a needle guard slidably mounted on a needle having a proximal end 
and sharpened distal end, said needle having at least one change in profile 
formed upon the length thereof, said guard having a proximal end and a 
distal end, said guard containing a moveable needle trap that is transitional 
between a first retracted configuration wherein said trap is oriented against 
said needle and a second operative configuration wherein said needle trap 
traps said sharpened distal end of said needle; and 

b) a limiting apparatus formed upon said needle guard and engageable 
with said change in profile formed upon said needle for limiting the distance 
said needle guard slidably travels upon said needle, said limiting apparatus 
being operative to engage with said change in profile substantially 
simultaneously with when said needle trap transitions from said first 
retracted configuration to said second operative configuration. 

190c (New) The needle protective device of claim wherein said at least one change 
in profile comprises at least one recessed change in profile and said limiting apparatus is 
engageable with said at least one recessed change in profile, j 

~y 191/(New) The needle protective device of claim l^wherein said change in profile 
comprises at least one outwardly-bulging sidewall portion and that said limiting apparatus is 




engageable with said at least one outwardly-bulging sidewall portion.* 

\Jk 192/^New) The needle protective device of ClainU^ wherein said change in profile 
comprises a combination of at least one recessed change in profile and at least one outwardly- 
bulging sidewall portion and that said limiting apparatus is engageable with said at least one 
recessed ^nange in profile and said at least one outwardly-bulging sidewall portion. 

'lStf. (New) The needle protective device of Claim ^l^wherein said change in profile 
comprises an elliptical abutment member having a first pair of opposed, outwardly-extending 




i 



sidewalls formed relative said needle for engaging with said limiting apparatus and a second pair 
of opposed, recessed sidewall portions formed relative said needle. ^ 

Q (New) The needle protective device of Claim l^f wherein said change in profile 

is integral W|brmed upon said cannula. 

rj 1$5. (New) The needle protective device of Claim 1^ wherein said change in profile 
comprises a crimp made upon said cannula. / , 

^ 1^ (New) The needle protective device of Claim Jw9 \Xerein when said needle trap 
transitions from said first retracted configuration to said second operative configuration, said 
limiting apparatus subsequently engages with said change in profile. 
197: (New) The needle protective device of Claim 189 i 



$j \9/f. (New) The needle protective device of Claim wherein when said limiting 
apparatus is operative to engage with said change in profile, said needle trap subsequently 
transitions froifi first retracted configuration to said second operative configuration. 

/ (? 19^ (New) The needle protective device of Claim 199' wl/erein said change in profile 
comprises at Idast one recessed change in profile and at least outwardly-bulging sidewall portion. 



1 1 Ijb. (New) The needle protective device of Claim 1^/wherein said change in profile 
comprises apon-annular shape. 

I 1^/ /^ eW ^ ^ C needle P rotect ^ ve device of Claim 1^0wherein said at least one recessed 
change in profile comprises a flattened recess formed upon said needle. 

^y 2j/(l- (New) The needle protective device of Claim 18^wh£rein said limiting apparatus 
is engageable with a portion of said change in profile. 
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